Incoming 6th Grade Reading List
Bird Lake Moon by Kevin Henkes

Temporarily living with his mom at his grandparents’ home on Bird Lake, 12-year-old Mitch Sinclair’s plans to make the seemingly abandoned house next door his own are shattered when Spencer Stone arrives with his family.

Book of a Thousand Days by Shannon Hale

Lady Saren and her maid Dashti are imprisoned for seven years because of Saren’s refusal to marry a man she despises.  A forgotten, but classic, fairy tale from the Brothers Grimm is reimagined and reset on the central Asian steppes in this unique retelling filled with adventure and romance, drama and disguise.

Catherine, Called Birdy by Karen Cushman
While 13-year-old Catherine, the daughter of a knight, wishes she could be as free as the villagers, her family is planning to marry her to someone wealthy.  However, Catherine’s father is no match for her ability to frighten off prospective suitors.  (Newbery Honor Book)
Counting on Grace by Elizabeth Winthrop

At first, 12-year-old Grace and her family are thrilled that she’s leaving school to work in the mill.  When Lewis Hines, photographer-reformer, comes to the mill, the lives of Grace and her friend Arthur change.  They work secretly with the child labor commission to expose the conditions at the mill.  This is a historical fiction set in 1910 Vermont.

Dave at Night by Gail Carson Levine

Because his is so unhappy at the Hebrew Home for Boys, 11-year-old Dave sneaks out of the orphanage at night, discovering a fabulous world of music and culture in 1920’s Harlem.

Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis

Elijah is the first freeborn child in Buxton, a Canadian community of escaped slaves, in 1860.  He uses his wits and skills to try to bring to justice the lying preacher who has stolen money that was to be used to buy a family’s freedom.  (Newbery Honor Book)
Firegirl by Tony Abbot

Tom, a seventh grader, tells about the arrival of Jessica, a new student who was badly burned ina fire and is attending St. Catheine’s while she gets treatments at a local hospital.  The students in Tom’s class are afraid of her because of her appearance, but little by little he develops a friendship with her that changes his life.

Goose Chase by Patricia Kindle

An act of kindness earns Alexandria, a 14-year-old caretaker of geese, incomparable beauty and enchanted golden hair.  Unfortunately, she also becomes the sought-after bride for two undesirable suitors.  Alexandria’s geese attempt to save her.

Heartbeat by Sharon Creech

Twelve-year-old Annie loves to run, run, run.  When she’s barefoot and running, she can hear her heart beating…

Here Lies Arthur by Philip Reeve

Reeve places his Arthur in the Dark Ages of the sixth century where Murddin embellishes his story by creating a modern spin on this ancient tale that combines wishes, lies, and dreams into the now familiar legend.  (2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List) 
Letters from Wolfie by Patti Sherlock

Mark, 13, overshadowed by his older brother who is serving in Vietnam, impulsively volunteers to send his beloved dog there to impress the adults who are so taken with Danny.

Masterpiece by Elise Broach
An artistic beetle with a yen for adventure and a lonely 11-year-old boy team up to catch the thief who has stolen a priceless Albrecht Durer from the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Pictures of Hollis Woods by Patricia Reilly Giff

Abandoned at birth, Hollis Woods has lived in about a half dozen homes and has always wished for a family.  Follow her search for a place to belong.
Rapunzel’s Revenge by Shannon Hale and Dean Hale

In a vibrantly illustrated graphic novel set in a make-believe frontier land, an untraditional Rapunzel escapes the tower, uses her long braids as weapons, and takes revenge on the wicked Mother Gothel.  (2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)  
Savvy by Ingrid Law

At the age of thirteen, Mibs Beaumont will discover her “savvy”- a magical power unique to each member of her family.  But news of an accident sends the Beaumont siblings off on a wild adventure. (2009 Newberry Honor Book and 2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)  
Six Innings: A Game in the Life by James Preller

The heart stopping action of a little league baseball game frames a personal introduction to the players, the strategies, and twelve-year-old Sam, sidelined by cancer.  (2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)   
The Letter Writer by Ann Rinaldi

Eleven-year-old Harriet Whitehead is an outsider in her own family. She feels accepted and important only when she is entrusted to write letters for her blind stepmother. Then Nat Turner, a slave preacher, arrives on her family’s plantation and Harriet befriends him, entranced by his gentle manner and eloquent sermons about an all-forgiving God. When Nat asks Harriet for a map of the county to help him spread the word, she draws it for him—wanting to be part of something important. But the map turns out to be the missing piece that sets Nat’s secret plan in motion and makes Harriet an unwitting accomplice to the bloodiest slave uprising in U.S. history.
The Underneath by Kathi Appelt

Intertwining stories of an embittered man, a loyal hound, an abandoned cat and a vengeful lamia sing of love, loss, loneliness and hope. (2009 Newberry Honor Book and 2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)

Things Not Seen by Andrew Clements

Fifteen-year-old Bobby’s whole world changes when he wakes up one morning and finds that he is invisible.  He thinks his life will never be normal again until he meets Alicia.  Together, they work to try to return his to the real world.

Waiting for Normal by Leslie Connor

Longing for the loving family life her younger half-sisters have with her former stepfather, resilient sixth-grader Addie copes with living in a trailer in Schenectady, NY with her neglectful mother. (2009 Schneider Family Book Award and 2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
Series

(Students may read any books from the following series)

Come Back Kids Series by Mike Lupica

Dive Series by Gordon Korman
Four kids are on a marine expedition for the summer, diving to explore an underwater habitat that's just been altered by a seismic event. What they find, though, is much more than fish - it's sunken treasure. Can they salvage it without anyone else getting to it first? Will the prospect of wealth set them against one another? And what about those sharks . . . .DIVE is another action-packed trilogy from Gordon Korman. The narrative will shift between an account of two kids caught in the shipwreck and the story of the four kids fighting over and desperately trying to get the treasure.
Island Series by Gordon Korman
Being on a sailboat in the warm waters of the Pacific with a bunch of kids the same age could sound like a vacation dream come true. However, when this month-long trip is part of a strict program called Charting a New Course, and each participant--or inmate--is there for disciplinary problems, things don't look quite as rosy. And then, of course, when a big storm strikes, and the captain and first mate disappear, and the boat seems to be sinking... the whole idea becomes less and less appealing. Still, for Luke, Will, Lyssa, J.J., Ian, and Charla, this is the way the cards have been dealt, and whatever problems they may have with each other, however much they don't want to be there, it's time to start working together to save their own lives.
The Birchbark House Series by Louise Erdrich

This series is set in 1852.  The Omakaya family faces serious challenges as they move westward from land the U.S. government has claimed.  (2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
Incoming 7th Grade Reading List

3 Willows by Ann Brashares

The summer before high school three girls deal with disappointments and difficulties in this “sisterhood” book.
A Mango Shaped Space by Wendy Mass

Thirteen-year-old Mia has a secret she has been keeping to herself her whole life.  When she reads words and numbers and hears sounds, Mia sees colors and shapes in the air in front of her.

Alabama Moon by Watt Key

A novel of survival and adventure that follows the main character a boy named Moon.  A good choice for Gary Paulsen fans.

Cirque du Freak: the saga of Darren Shan by Darren Shan

When Darren and his friend Steve sneak into an old theatre, Steve recognizes a famous vampire and professes his true desire to join him.  Darren is faced with some terrible decisions about what to do to save his bloodthirsty friend.

Code Talker: a novel about the Navajo Marines of World War Two by Joseph Bruchac

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.

Crispin by Avi

After being condemned for a crime he didn’t commit, a timid thirteenth century boy has to flee a tiny village that’e the only world he’s ever known.

Destination Unexpected: Short Stories by Don Gallo

The physical and emotional turmoil in the lives of teenagers is depicted in this collection of short stories from renowned authors.

Fairest by Gail Carson Levine

In the Kingdom of Ayortha, Aza an unattractive woman with a magical voice, learns to balance her appearance with her talent, meanwhile, her singing attracts both Prince Ifori, who cannot resist it, and Queen Ivi, who plots to use it to benefit herself.

Inkheart by Cornelia Funke

Meggie’s father has an unimaginable talent.  When he reads a book, the characters come to life and live in his world.  After he reads to life a terrible villain, his life and that of twelve-year-old Meggie are filled with danger.

Just Ella by Margaret Paterson Haddix

Fifteen-year-old Ella discovers that life as a princess can be as confining as prison, but how can she escape from the powerful Prince Charming?

Million-Dollar Throw by Mike Lupica

Star quarterback, Nate Brodie thinks he may have the opportunity to solve all of his problems when he wins the chance to make a million dollars by throwing a football through a small target during halftime at a pro football game.  Great book for Patriots fans!
Moribito: Guardian of the Spirit by Nahoko Uehashi
Balsa, a female warrior, accepts the task of protecting a young prince from demons and his father’s assassins.  Prince Chagum is the Moribito, the guardian of the sacred spirit.  Together they must find in each other the source of strength they need to prevail. (2009 Batchelder Award Book and 2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
Nation by Terry Pratchett
After a tsunamim island native, Mau, and shipwreck survivor, Daphne, construct a nation that blends each other’s customs, science, and faith in a multi-leveled novel of survival and politics. (Printz Honor Book and 2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
Palace of Mirrors by Margaret Paterson Haddix
The true princess Cecilia is forced into hiding until the evil forces that killed her parents are vanquished.  But a bizarre twist of fate throws the truth into chaos and turns her world upside-down.  Is she really who she thinks she is?

Reaching Out by Francisco Jiménez
In this poignantly written autobiography, Jimenez recounts his days as a young Mexican American student who is the first in his family to attend college.  Against great odds, he is determined to complete his education. (2009 Belpre Author Honor Book and (2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
Ruby Electric by Theresa Nelson
Ruby works to come to terms with the absence of her father and her mother’s new boyfriend.

Scat by Carl Hiaasen

This is an edge-of-your-seat eco-thriller!  When their unpopular biology teacher goes missing in a suspicious fire during a field trip to the Black Vine Swamp, Nick and Marta don’t buy the headmaster’s excuse for her absence and decide to do some investigating of their own.
The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman

A child marked for death by an ancient league of assassins escapes into an abandoned graveyard, where he is reared and protected by its spirit denizens.  A delicious mix of murder, fantasy, humor and human longing, Gaiman’s tale is told in magical, haunting prose. (2009 Newberry Medal Book and 2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
The Green Glass by Ellen Klages

While her father works on the Manhattan Project, eleven-year-old gadget lover and outcast Dewey Kerrigan lives in Los Alamos Camp, and becomes friends with Suze, another young girl who is shunned by her peers. (2007 Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction)

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd

Ted and his sister see their cousin, Salim, enter the capsule to ride the London Eye and follow his ride.  To their shock, Salim doesn’t exit with his fellow riders.  This is a page-turning mystery.

(2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)

The Traitor’s Gate by Avi

Fourteen-year-old John Huffam must unravel the mystery surrounding his father and figure out why so many people are spying on his family.  Set in the 19th century, this book is worth reading for its plot twists.
The True Adventures of Charley Darwin by Carolyn Meyer
Meyer’s account of the famous naturalist, Charles Darwin, covers events in his life from age 9 to age 30.  Readers follow Charles as a youngster suffering bullies and stammering when talking to girls, to his development of the concept of natural selection and his doubts about religion.

The White Giraffe by Lauren St. John

This novel takes readers deep into the African world.  Myth becomes reality for a young girl, Martine, when she uses her healing gift to save her one true friend and discover her place in South Africa.
Yellow Star by Jennifer Roy

Through free verse, the author tells the story of Syvia Perlmutter, one of the twelve children who survived the Nazi Holocaust during World War II in the ghetto in Lodz, Poland.

Series
 (Students may choose any book from the following series)
The Spartan Quest Series (The Fire of Ares, Birth of a Warrior, Legacy of Blood) 

This series follows Lysander in Ancient Greece.  This is an excellent choice for those who enjoy action and vividly depicted battles.
The Warriors Series by Erin Hunter

Rusty, a young “kittypet” (house cat) yearns for adventure.  When he’s offered the chance to join the ThunderClan, one of the groups of feral cats in the area, he doesn’t hesitate.  Renamed Firepaw, he and the other ThunderClan members find themselves in the middle of a turf war.
Incoming 8th Grade Reading List

13 Stories That Capture the Agony and the Ecstacy of Being 13 by James Howe

This is a collection of 13 short stories written about the the awkward time of being thirteen years old.  Contributing authors include: Bruce Coville, Ann Martin, Stephen Roos and others.

After Tupac & D Foster by Jacqueline Woodson

Bonded by Tupac’s music, three girls explore the lure of freedom and build a friendship that redefines their own identities. (2009 Newberry Honor Book and 2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
Black Duck by Janet Taylor Lisle

An elderly Ruben Hart tells the story of his 1929 adventure as a fourteen-year-old during the rum-running trade along the Prohibition New England Coast.  Especially interesting as it takes place in Newport, RI!
Bodies from the Ice: Melting Glaciers and the Recovery of the Past by James M. Deem

In this exploration of the archaeology of glacier science, Deem’s visual presentation engages readers through period newspaper illustrations, paintings, maps and photographs of ice mummies and artifacts from four continents. (Sibert Honor Book and 2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman by Marc Taylor Nobleman

Part picture book, part graphic novel, this is the fascinating story of how two high school friends create a superhero that endures to this day.  (2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson

Sold as a slave to an influential New York Tory family, 13-year-old Isabel spies for the patriot side during the American Revolution in a desperate hope to gain freedom for herself and her 5-year-old sister.  (2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
Kira—Kira by Cynthia Keidohata
This book chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese-American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during the late 1950s and early 1960s and their despair when one sister becomes terminally ill.  (Newbery Medal Winner)
Maggie’s Door by Patricia Reilly Giff

This story is of the journey from Ireland to America told by both Nory and her neighbor and friend, Sean Red Mallon.  Two different stories have the same destination- the home of Nory’s sister, Maggie, at 416 Smith Street, Brooklyn, America.  (This is the sequel to Nory Ryan’s Song)

Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller by Sarah Miller
At age twenty-one, partially-blind, lonely but spirited Annie Sullivan travels from Massachusetts to Alabama to try to teach six-year-old Helen Keller, deaf and blind since age two, self-discipline and communication skills.

Olive’s Ocean by Kevin Henkes

“Olive Barstow was dead.  She’d been hit by a car on Monroe Street while riding her bicycle weeks ago.  That was about all Martha knew.”  Martha Boyle and Olive Barstow could have been friends.  But they weren’t- and now all that is left are eerie connections between two girls who were in the same grade at school and who both kept the same secret without knowing it.
Princess Academy by Shannon Hale

While attending a strict academy for potential princesses with the other girls from her mountain village, fourteen-year-old Miri discovers unexpected talents and connections to her homeland.  (Newbery Honor Book)
Running Out of Time by Margaret Paterson Haddix

When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jessie discovers it is actually a 1996 tourist site under unseen observation by heartless scientists.  It is up to Jessie to escape the village and save the lives of the dying children.

Schooled by Gordon Korman

Cap lives in isolation with his grandmother, a former hippie; but when she falls from a tree and breaks her hip, Cap is sent to a foster home where he has his first experience in a public school.

Seeing Redd by Frank Beddor
In this second book of “The Looking Glass Wars” trilogy, Alyss faces the return of her aunt Redd and fights with King Arch of Boarderland as she strives to unite her kingdom.

Side Effects by Amy Koss

This realistic account of fifteen-year-old Isabelle’s experience of being treated for and surviving lymphoma will have readers laughing and crying.

The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary by Candace Fleming

Short articles, vignettes, excerpts from letters, historical photographs and documents form the scrapbook demonstrating the intertwined lives of the Civil War president and his devoted but unbalanced wife and giving equal attention to both parties. (2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)  
The Looking Glass Wars by Frank Beddor

Alyss leaves Wonderland after her evil aunt Redd kills Alyss’ mother and takes over the kingdom.  With the help of Hatter and Dodge can Alyss return to take her rightful place as queen?

The Not-So-Star-Spangled Life of Sunita Sen by Mitali Perkins
Eighth grade student, Sunita Sun, is sure her grandparents’ visit from India will ruin her social life.  Gradually, she learns to appreciate the possibilities of a cultural mingling.

The Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain

English look-alikes form two different worlds, the palace and the slums, playfully change places and suddenly become confronted with each other’s problems.

The Surrender Tree: Poems of Cuba’s Struggle for Freedom by Margarita Engle
Hauntingly beautiful free verse prose breathes life into this finely crafted story that illuminates Cuba’s fight for independence from Spain in the 1800’s.  (2009 Newberry Honor Book and Belpre Author Award Book and 2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
The Trouble Begins at 8: A Life of Mark Twain in the Wild, Wild West by Sid Fleischman

This rip-roaring biography of America’s quintessential humorist is as outrageous as its subject.  Twain’s early life is conveyed through memorable quotes and period photographs.  Fleischman disentangles facts from fiction, provides ample documentation, and a version of The Jumping Frog.
Tiger Moon by Antonia Michaelis
A betrayed woman facing death, a most unlikely hero, and a sarcastic talking white tiger in colonial-era India come together in a magical story within a story.  This masterfully crafted tale moves seamlessly from reality to fantasy as it reveals the profound power of a story. (2009 Batchelder Honor Book and 2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)
Series
  (Students may choose any books from the following series)
City of Embers Series (The City of Ember, The People of Sparks, and The Prophet of , The Diamond of Darkhold ) by DuPrau

The underground city of Ember is running out of light!  Doon and Lina must save their doomed world.  (American Library Association Notable Book)
The Hunger Games Series (The Hunger Games, Catching Fire, Mockingjay) 

 by Suzanne Collins

In a science-fiction cliffhanger, Katniss takes her younger sister’s place as one of twenty-four youths who are turned over to the Capitol in a deadly annual reality game in which only one can survive.  (2009 American Library Association’s Notable Children’s Book List)

Legend of the Animal Healer Series (Books 2-4: Dolphin Song, The Last Leopard, The Elephant’s Tale)  by Lauren St. John
Martine and her friends are thrown overboard on a class trip!  Rescued by dolphins, they are taken to a deserted island.  As they try to survive, they uncover strange occurrences in the surrounding waters.  Do they need to help the same dolphins that helped them?  Continue to follow Martine in books 3 and 4.
Maximum Ride Series by James Patterson

Fourteen-year-old Maximum Ride (Max) is not your typical teenager.  She’s one of a group of genetically engineered children who have wings and are able to fly.
The Missing Series (Found, Sent, Sabotaged)  by Margaret Paterson Haddix
When Jonah and his friend start getting letters saying, “you are one of the missing,” the boys, along with Jonah’s sister, are caught up in a mystery involving the FBI, vanishing planes and vanishing people. 

Percy Jackson Series (The Lightning Thief, The Sea of Monsters, The Curse of the Titans, The Battle of the Labyrinth, The Last Olympian) by Rick Riordan

Percy Jackson always had a hard time fitting in, especially after he found out his father is a Greek god who needs him to save mankind.  An entertaining series that combines Greek mythology with the modern world!  (NYT Notable Book 2005, School Library Journal Best Book of the Year)
Redwall Series by Brian Jacques

When the peaceful life of ancient Redwall Abbey is shattered by the arrival of the evil rat Cluny and his villainous hordes, Matthias, a young mouse, determines to find the legendary sword of Martin the Warrior which, he is convinced, will help Redwall’s inhabitants destroy the enemy.

Cryptid Hunters and Tentacles by Roland Smith

Grace and Marty accidentally end up on their uncle’s dangerous jungle mission.  Will they find a real dinosaur and uncover a family secret, too?  In book two, Grace and Marty join their uncle in a secret mission involving a giant squid! 
