INQUIRY SCIENCE RUBRIC GRADES 3-4
EAST BAY EDUCATIONAL COLLABORATIVE (East Providence, Middletown, Newport)


	INQUIRY CRITERIA
	4

Proficient with distinction
	3

Proficient
	2

Nearly proficient
	1

Significantly below proficiency

	Formulating Questions and Hypothesizing 


	Analyzes information in order to form a question.  4.1.1
	Begins to analyze (take apart) information in order to form a question.  4.1.1
	Begins to attempt to analyze some information in order to form a question.   4.1.1
	Does not analyze information 4.1.1

	
	Constructs a reasonable argument in support of a question. 4.1.2
	Begins to construct a reasonable opinion in support of a question.  4.1.2
	Constructs an argument in support of a question.  4.1.2
	Does not construct an argument in support of a question.  4.1.2

	Planning and Critiquing Investigations 
	Identifies information that needs to be collected in order to answer the question. 4.2.1
	Begins to identify information that needs to be collected in order to answer the question.   4.2.1
	Begins to identify some information that needs to be collected in order to answer the question.    4.2.1

	Identifies little to no relevant information. 4.2.1

	
	Develops an organized procedure to investigate the question, including materials list, etc.  4.2.2
	Begins to develop a procedure to investigate the question.  Includes materials list, etc.  4.2.2
	Begins to attempt to develop a procedure to investigate the question.   4.2.2
	Develops an incomplete procedure to investigate the question.   4.2.2

	Conducting Investigations


	Follows procedures for collecting and recording sufficient data.  4.3.1


	Begins to follow procedures for collecting and recording data.   4.3.1


	Begins to attempt to follow procedures for collecting and Does not use recording data.  4.3.1


	Does not follows procedures for collecting and recording  data.  4.3.1



	Developing and Evaluating Explanations
	Answers the question by analyzing and summarizing data.    4.4.1
	Begins to answer the question by analyzing and summarizing data. 4.4.1


	Makes some attempt to answer the question by analyzing and/or summarizing data. 4.4.1
	Does not attempt to answer the question.. 4.4.1

	
	Uses evidence to support conclusions.   4.4.2
Provides a scientific explanation that accurately reflects data.      
	Begins to use evidence to support conclusions.  4.4.2

Begins to provide a scientific explanation.  
	Makes some attempt to use some evidence to support conclusions.  4.4.2
Begins to provide a partial scientific explanation.  
	Does not use evidence to support conclusions.  4.4.2
Begins to provide a partial inadequate scientific explanation. 

	Lab Work Ethic and Account-

ability 
	Always works with classmates as a focused member of the team while completing lab work.
	Works with classmates as a member of the team while completing lab work.
	At times works with classmates as a member of the team while completing lab work.
	Does not with classmates as a member of the team while completing lab work.

	
	Always demonstrates responsible and safe use of all lab equipment 


	Demonstrates responsible and safe use of scientific tools and materials 

.


	Demonstrates responsible and/or safe use of all lab equipment 


	Demonstrates irresponsible and/or unsafe use of all lab equipment 
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