INFORMATIONAL WRITING SCIENCE RUBRIC GRADES 7-8

	COMMON CORE
	4

Proficient with distinction
	3

Proficient
	2

Partially  proficient
	1

Below proficiency

	Writing in Science
6.1   Text Types 

        and Purposes



	· Creatively introduces a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose.  6.1.1

	· Introduces a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose.  6.1.1
	· Attempts to introduce a topic previewing what is to follow and somewhat organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories.  6.1.1
	· Does not introduce a topic previewing what is to follow and/or does not organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories.  6.1.1

	
	· Skillfully develops the topic with many relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  6.1.1

	· Develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  6.1.1

	· Attempts to develop the topic with some relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  6.1.1

	· Does not develop the topic and neglects to use relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  


	
	· Uses appropriate and varied transitions as well as mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts that is articulate and concise.    6.1.1

	· Uses appropriate and varied transitions as well as mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  6.1.1
	· Uses adequate transitions and/or lacks proper mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  6.1.1
	· Does not use adequate transitions and lacks proper mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  6.1.1

	
	· Consistently Uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  6.1.1

	· Uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  6.1.1

	· Uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary and attempts to inform about or explain the topic.  6.1.1

	· Does not use adequate precise language and domain-specific vocabulary and does not inform about or explain the topic.  6.1.1


	
	· Provides a well developed concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  6.1.1
	· Provides a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  6.1.1
	· Provides a concluding statement or section that may not follow from and support the information or explanation presented.  6.1.1
	· Does not provide an adequate conclusion.  6.1.1

	Writing in Science

6.2   Production 

       and 

       Distribution 

       of Writing
        (with some guidance 
        and support from 
        peers and adults)

	· Strengthens and enhances writing  as needed by 
· planning
· revising
· editing
· rewriting
and tries a new approach after rethinking how well questions of purpose and context have been addressed.  6.2.1

	· Strengthens writing  as needed by 
· planning
· revising
· editing
· rewriting
or trying a new approach after rethinking how well questions of purpose and context have been addressed.  6.2.1

	· Modifies but does not strengthen writing  as needed by 
· planning
· revising
· editing
· rewriting

	· Does not modify the writing  as needed by 
· planning
· revising
· editing
· rewriting


	Writing in Science

6.3   Research to 

       Build 

       Knowledge

	· Gathers a wide range of relevant information from multiple print and digital sources 
· using effectively tailored searches
· assessing the credibility and accuracy of each source
· quoting  or paraphrasing the evidence, avoiding plagiarism 
· following a standard format for citation.   6.3.2.


	· Gathers relevant information from multiple print and digital sources 
· using effectively tailored searches
· assessing the credibility and accuracy of each source
· quoting  or paraphrasing the evidence, avoiding plagiarism 
· following a standard format for citation.   6.3.2.


	· Gathers some relevant information from multiple print and/or digital sources 
· using effectively tailored searches
· assessing the credibility and accuracy of each source
· quoting  or paraphrasing the evidence, avoiding plagiarism 
· following a standard format for citation.   6.3.2.


	· Does not gather sufficient information from multiple print and/or digital sources 
· using effectively tailored searches
· assessing the credibility and accuracy of each source
· quoting  or paraphrasing the evidence, avoiding plagiarism 
· following a standard format for citation.   6.3.2.
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