SCIENCE INFORMATIONALWRITING RUBRIC GRADES 9-11

	COMMON

CORE
	4

Proficient with distinction
	3

Proficient
	2

Partially  proficient
	1

Below proficiency

	Writing in Science
6.1   Text 
       Types 

        and 
        Purposes



	· Skillfully introduces a topic and organizes ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.


	· Introduces a topic and organizes ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  (WHST.9-10.2a)  (W.9-10.2a)

	· Attempts to introduce a topic and somewhat organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

	· Does not introduce a topic and and/or does not organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.



	
	· Skillfully develops the topic with many well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.


	· Develops the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.  (WHST.9-10.2b)  (W.9-10.2b)

	· Attempts to develop the topic with some well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.


	· Does not develop the topic and neglects to use well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.



	
	· Skillfully uses varied transitions (as well as mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling) and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
	· Uses varied transitions (as well as mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling) and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  (WHST.9-10.2c)  (W.9-10.2c)

	· Uses adequate transitions (as well as mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling) and/or sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

	· Does not use adequate transitions (as well as mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling) and/or sentence structures.


	
	· Consistently uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers.

	· Uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers.  (WHST.9-10.2d)  (W.9-10.2d)

	· Attempts to use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers.


	· Does not use adequate precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and does not convey a style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers. 

	
	· Skillfully establishes and maintains a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.


	· Establishes and maintains a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  (WHST.9-10.2e)  (W.9-10.2e)

	· Attempts to establish and/or attempts to maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.


	· Does not establish and/or does not maintain a formal style and objective tone

	
	· Provides a well-developed concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 


	· Provides a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).   (WHST.9-10.2f)  (W.9-10.2f)

	· Provides a concluding statement or section that may not follow from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 


	· Does not provide an adequate  concluding statement 

	Writing in Science

6.3   Research 
       to 

       Build 

       Knowledge

	· Gathers a wide range of relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources
· using advanced searches effectively
· assessing the usefulness of each source in answering the research question
· integrating information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas
· avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  

	· Gathers relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources  (WHST.9-10.8)    (W.9-10.8)
· using advanced searches effectively
· assessing the usefulness of each source in answering the research question
· integrating information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas
· avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  
	· Gathers some relevant information from multiple authoritative print and/or digital sources
· using advanced searches effectively
· assessing the usefulness of each source in answering the research question
· integrating information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas
· avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 


	· Does not gather sufficient relevant information from multiple authoritative print and/or digital sources
· using advanced searches effectively
· assessing the usefulness of each source in answering the research question
· integrating information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas
· avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 



	Physical, Life. Earth, and Space Science
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